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The Rubb companies have had a record year in 2016. They 
have all delivered over expectations and we have fulfilled 
high demands from many valued customers. 

By working together with our clients to meet their needs, 
Rubb will continue to develop our high standards in every 
respect.

Rubb has a strong team – and we are ready for 2017!

welcome to the fabric engineer
Robust construction and quality: Rubb 
buildings are solidly built. We are market leaders 
with regard to capability and reliability and it is 
our mission to maintain that position.

Durability: Our steel frames are post fabrication 
hot-dip galvanized, providing maintenance free 
structures with an unlimited life span. Our PVC 
fabric is strong and durable.

Relocatability: Although our buildings normally 
serve as permanent structures, they have the 
added benefit of being efficiently relocatable.

Reliability: Rubb building range products meet 
all applicable building codes and can take all 
wind and snow loads relevant to the location 
where they are erected.

Lower maintenance costs: Compared to both 
conventional buildings and lower quality fabric 
clad buildings.

Fire safety: In the event of a fire the PVC fabric  
melts away from the heat source and prevents 
the flames from spreading via the PVC. This 
self-venting capability reduces the risks to 
personnel and optimizes the structure’s chance 
of surviving a fire.

Translucency - energy savings, superior 
lighting quality: The translucent nature of the 
fabric used to clad uninsulated buildings allows 
light to penetrate, preventing dark corners 
and shadowing which can occur with artificial 
lighting.

Environmentally friendly: Rubb buildings are 
pre-fabricated with most of the labour input 
being done in a factory environment, where it is 
easier to minimise waste of materials. Steel and 
PVC are also 100 per cent recyclable.

After sales service: Rubb has skilled 
technicians who can quickly respond to any 
after sales service requirement by a customer, 
world-wide.

We have had another great year at the Rubb Group. It began with an order from York 
University for a new sports complex, which was an excellent start to 2016 for UK based 
Rubb Buildings Ltd. The Rubb UK team was already very busy delivering its largest 
Thermohall™ structure for easyJet operations at Gatwick Airport. This twin span hangar 
facility was completed in May and resulted in another happy customer who was very 
impressed with our unique concept, speed of delivery and our excellent quality.

Rubb Inc, our USA branch, has had a very hectic year as well. Here we finished the largest 
free span building ever made by the Rubb Group. The dual span aviation structures at 
Rockford International Airport, just outside Chicago, each feature a clear span of 91.5m 
(300ft). In addition, we have just started a large expansion for Rubb Inc, at Sanford, Maine, 
which will double our Thermohall™ production capacity during 2017. This is a very strong 
product, very versatile and more and more customers have experienced good and eco-
friendly results with our fabric clad building solutions. 

In Rubb AS, our Norwegian company, we have welcomed new General Manager Jan 
Arne Hansen and established a strong crew at Krøderen. Rubb AS helped produce 
Thermohall™ insulated cladding for both the Rockford hangar and the Gatwick structure 
and I am very pleased to see the positive results of this collaboration by the Rubb team.
 
I have high hopes for Rubb AB, our Swedish organisation, as well as our Rubb worldwide 
sales offices in 2017. We have many exciting changes in the pipeline and more will be 
revealed as these projects evolve. It is important to follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Linked 
In and Instagram, and of course our web pages, to learn more about our R&D, new 
contracts and more!
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DESIGNED TO 
SUPPORT

Aircraft hangar specialists Rubb Buildings 
Ltd has helped create a new home 
for the Lincs and Notts Air Ambulance 
‘Ambucopter’.

Lincs and Notts Air Ambulance is a 
dedicated Helicopter Emergency Medical 
Service, funded by charitable donations. 

Rubb has constructed a 20m (65.6ft) wide 
x 33m (108.3ft) long helicopter hangar 
from ‘legacy stock’ at the new LNAA base 
at RAF Waddington, south of Lincoln. 

The helicopter hangar features a clear 
door opening of 17.2m (56.43ft) wide x 
6.5m (21.3ft) high.

Some alterations were made to ensure the 
hangar was suitable for the new location. 
Due to the nature of the existing ground at 
the proposed site, the Rubb design team 
had to modify the building gable end and 
door system to facilitate the Ambucopter. 

A 4m (13ft) section of the door track was 
removed and a wheeled system added to 

Air Ambulance Ambucopter has a new home 
provide a flat ground surface at the hangar 
entrance. Sales Manager Andy Knox said: 
“We were able to reuse the existing frame 
and double skin, insulated fabric and it 
looks brilliant. We are delighted to be able 
to deliver this project to the air ambulance 
team.”

LNAA’s MD 902 Explorer helicopter can 
reach any point in the two counties in 

less than 20 minutes and on average 
can transfer a patient to hospital within 
eight minutes. The ‘Ambucopter’, is fully 
equipped for medical emergencies. It is 
permanently staffed by two paramedics, 
and a doctor on occasion.

Each mission costs more than £2,000. 
Each year LNAA needs to raise £1.9m to 
keep flying and saving lives.
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‘Mammoth’ MRO facility is Rubb Group’s largest 
Thermohall™ insulated structure to date
Chicago Rockford International Airport 
(RFD) has a new strategic MRO hub 
featuring dual 91.5m span hangars built by 
Rubb Building Systems.
 
The Rockford facility’s two insulated 
membrane-clad hangars each measure 
91.4m (300ft) long with a 91.4m (300ft) 
clear span and 12.2m (40ft) sidewalls, 
culminating in a centre height of 30.5m 
(100ft). 

Each structure has five-panel, vertical-
lift Assa Abloy Megadoors, with pivoting 
mullions, allowing for comfortable housing 
of aircraft as large as the Airbus A380. 
The hot-dip galvanized steel frame is clad 
with two-inch-thick Thermohall™ insulated 
fabric. Maintenance requirements are very 
low.
 
The vertical lifting Megadoors, with their 
highly efficient seals, allow the facilities 
to be climate controlled cost effectively 
all year round. The Megadoors, which 
feature translucent fabric panels, will also 
allow natural light in, creating a great work 

environment for the technicians, while 
reducing lighting costs. The new MRO 
facility, operated by AAR, is capable of 
servicing an Airbus 380 and Boeing 747 at 
the same time. The 18,580m² (200,000ft²)
facility is expected to operate 24 hours a 
day and will greatly expand the airport’s 
infrastructure.
 
Jeff Polsean, Economic Development 
Manager, Chicago Rockford International 
Airport, said: “Even an extreme blizzard 
won’t slow the efficiency of the Rockford 
MRO. Now we have overcome severe 
funding challenges, 500 skilled workers 
will soon enjoy natural light in ideal working 
conditions at the 24-hour-per-day facility, 
delivered by Rubb Building Systems, 
operated by AAR.”
 
Dan Roszkowski, president of the project’s 
architectural firm Larson & Darby, added: 
“This one-of-a-kind building is truly 
mammoth as an MRO facility. It’s impressive 
from the inside and practical for all kinds of 
repair.” The Rockford structure represents 
a high point in Rubb Buildings Systems 

history in highly efficient membrane clad 
commercial aviation hangars. According 
to Chuck Auger, Rubb USA’s Marketing 
Manager: “Rockford is a step up in hangar 
efficiency, also being our largest hangar 
ever. The proof will become clear with 
service and repair productivity, as well as 
energy efficiency.
 
“Rubb and Assa Abloy Megadoor have 
historically worked well together on 
numerous projects. Rubb’s robust frame 
structure and superior engineering 
supports even the most enormous 
Megadoor applications.”

RFD Director of Business Development 
and Cargo, Ken Ryan, commented: “RFD’s 
new facility is changing the business 
landscape, not only the airport ground, but 
the region.”
 
Jeff Polsean added: “The real winner is the 
local economy and commercial aviation, 
having a strategically located high-tech 
facility. More cargo will be a wonderful 
additional benefit.”

AVIATION
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• Insulated panels include outer weather liner, integral 
glass wool insulation and inner liner

• System provides a full vapour seal, greatly reducing 
infiltration losses compared to other insulation 
systems

• U-value flexibility: Thermohall™ can provide different 
levels of insulation value, adaptable to customer 
needs and environmental conditions

• Insulated panels completely cover the structural frame 
to minimise thermal bridging. This greatly reduces 
the condensation on framing members and improves 
insulation efficiency

• The system leaves the structural frame exposed 
internally, allowing for more efficient installation and 
service of electrical and mechanical equipment

• Roof and interior surfaces are provided in high gloss 
white to reduce solar load on the outside and increase 
reflectance within the building

• Factory pre-fabrication offers significant labour 
savings on site and greatly reduces installation time

• Rubb Thermohall™ buildings are fully and easily 
relocatable

The benefits of Thermohall™

U-Values (R-Values) US approximate equivalent

Thickness

50mm (2in)

100mm (4in)

150mm (6in)

200mm (8in)

R Value ft2-°F-hr/BTU

R11

R19

R27

R35

U Value(SI) W/m2K

0.67 W/m2K

0.36 W/m2K

0.25 W/m2K

0.19 W/m2K
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Rubb lands prestigious order for easyJet aircraft 
insulated hangar system at Gatwick Airport
easyJet selected Rubb Buildings Ltd to 
design, manufacture and construct a new 
top-flight hangar facility at Gatwick Airport.
 
easyJet asked Rubb Buildings Ltd to 
provide a twin span Thermohall™ hangar 
measuring 91.5m (300.2ft) wide x 60m 
(196.9ft) long. The structure measures 
9.2m (30.2ft) to the eaves and 16.8m 
(55.1ft) to the apex of each span. Each 
front gable measures 45.7m (150ft) wide 
and features a 41m (134.5ft) wide x 13.5m 
(44.3ft) vertical lifting fabric door.
 
The hot dip galvanized steel frame is 
clad with 150mm (6in) thick Thermohall™ 
insulated fabric and the structure is located 
at Gatwick Airport, near London, UK. The 
facility provides 5,200m² (55,972.3ft²) of 
usable working floorspace. 

A full LED lighting system, ventilation 
system and LPG heating system was also 
installed. To complete the build two sets 
of vertical lifting ‘Megadoor’ hangar doors 
were fitted to allow access to the two-bay 
facility. 

The hangar is complimented by a 550m² 
(5920ft²) external logistics and office 
building. Construction commenced in 
November 2015 and included fitting 
8,700m² (93,646ft²) of PVC membrane.
 
Brendan McConnellogue, easyJet’s Head 
of Maintenance, commented: “The Rubb 
team who worked on site were absolutely 
first class. The first steel went in the ground 
on December 14 and by May 19 we were 
able to introduce the first aircraft into the 
hangar.
 
“The successful delivery of this project, 
which has been challenging both in terms 
of scale and its timeline, is another example 
of what can be achieved through easyJet’s 
innovative and lean approach, not only 
meeting a tight timeline, but also creating 
strong sustainable partnerships to deliver 
market leading operational performance.”
 
Ian Hindmoor, Rubb Buildings Ltd 
Managing Director, said: “We are 
absolutely delighted with the easyJet 
hangar facility at LGW. We are very proud 

of this flagship aviation building and of 
what we have produced and delivered in 
a challenging and complicated working 
environment, in such a short space of time.
 
“Rubb worked very closely with Brendan 
McConnellogue and the easyJet team 
to produce an outstanding, custom, UK 
designed, manufactured and constructed 
Rubb MRO hangar.
 
“From early discussions, to competitive 
tender, design, manufacture, site setup and 
enablement, groundworks, steel-erection, 
fabric installation, through to completion, 
easyJet were very professional and 
proactive in working with all concerned to 
deliver a world class working environment.”
 
Lufthansa Technik was selected to provide 
maintenance services at the facility and 
a ground-breaking five year contract has 
been signed which will see Lufthansa 
Technik opening its first UK hangar based 
operation. The on site team will deliver two 
inputs every night, seven days a week and 
provide AOG hangar support as required.
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Rubb aircraft hangars deployed to support CAE 
Aviation’s expanding surveillance operations
Rubb won a repeat order from Luxembourg based CAE Aviation 
for three more 20.4m (66.9ft) span rapid deployment hangars.

CAE commissioned the Expeditionary Forces Aircraft Shelter 
Systems (EFASS) from Rubb to house aircraft and operations in 
various locations around the world.

CAE is a European leader in intelligence surveillance and 
reconnaissance services (ISR). The company provides full turnkey 
air-to-ground surveillance and reconnaissance (AGSR) services 
for governmental and non-governmental organisations.

The company previously bought a hangar from Rubb to house 
two SA227 MERLIN IIIC aircraft on anti-piracy missions in the 
Somali basin. 

The Luxembourg detachment was operating in the Seychelles 
as part of the EU operation ATALANTA, steered by the European 
Union Naval Force (NAVFOR). The first hangar, a 20.4m (66.9ft) 
span x 30m (98.4ft) long EFASS with Trident doors at both ends, 
was delivered and erected at Seychelles International Airport in 
Victoria.

Two further hangars featuring the same specifications have 
since been constructed at additional locations. The fourth, sand-
coloured hangar has been deployed to Naval Air Station (NAS) 
Sigonella in Italy to support CAE’s operations for EUNAVFOR 

MED. Operation Sophia’s core mandate is to support wider EU 
efforts against human smuggling and trafficking networks in the 
Southern Central Mediterranean and prevent the further loss of 
life at sea.

Site Supervisor David Cromarty oversaw the installation project, 
which was completed in less than one week of build time. He was 
supported by a construction personnel from the local area.

David said: “This type of hangar has been in service since 2004 
and provides quick access and egress for the aircraft. These 
structures are reliable, rugged and can stand the test of time.”

Luc Audoore, Deputy General Manager of CAE Aviation, said: “We 
are happy to have received our Rubb.”

The EFASS aluminium framework has been designed to maximize 
strength, minimize weight and still be strong enough to withstand 
the most challenging environments. The tough insulated PVC 
covering membrane protects the aircraft, equipment and 
personnel inside.

Rubb Managing Director Ian Hindmoor said: “CAE came to us 
to order more hangars off the back of the successful Seychelles 
deployment. This hangar suited their requirements and they 
ordered three more structures featuring the same specifications to 
be installed in key strategic locations around the world.”
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Throughout 2015/2016, 5001 Squadron 
has supported many UK military 
operations around the world. The 
squadron’s core capability, to rapidly 
construct aircraft hangars and other 
items of Technical Working Environments 
(TWE) at challenging locations, has been 
a key enabler for deployed forces and 
continues to be in high demand. The TWE 
installations included a large number of 
Rubb Expeditionary Forces Aircraft Shelter 
System (EFASS) structures.

Construction missions
5001 Squadron’s biggest project has 
been the construction of many TWE 
items in support of Op SHADER, the UK’s 
contribution to the coalition campaign 
against terror in the Middle East. This 
has included Facilities Installation Teams 
from the squadron constructing aircraft 
shelters at RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus. The 
teams installed 20.4m (66.9ft) x 30m 
(98.4ft) and 25m (82ft) x 40m (131.2ft) 
rapid erect EFASS hangars, as well as an 
Environmentally Conditioned Armament 
Storage Shelter (ECASS) to support 
Tornado and Typhoon aircraft missions 
over Iraq and Syria. 

Teams from the squadron also completed 
work in the Middle East to construct aircraft 
shelters to support the RAF’s Reaper 
deployment in the region. These Remotely 
Piloted Air Systems have a large wing span 
which required the construction of the 
larger EFASS UAV hangar, equipped with 
a Heli-Door. These tasks were challenging 
due to the austere location and the harsh 
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environment experienced during the build, 
which saw not only the expected high 
temperature but also extremely high winds 
and dust storms. 

In the UK, the squadron provided aircraft 
shelters for an environmental trial of 
Typhoon aircraft at RAF Coningsby. This 
trial was a success with the Typhoon 
Force proving the viability and benefits of 
utilising small aircraft shelters on a flight 
line. It also provided 5001 Squadron 
with an invaluable opportunity to train 
new personnel in TWE construction on 
a fast jet operating base, representative 
of an operational deployment, while still 
being within easy reach of home base. 
Construction of a 20.4m EFASS has also 

been completed to support aircraft trials 
in the Outer Hebrides. Wherever the 
Royal Air Force is deployed, 5001 builds 
the temporary hangars needed to house 
the fast jets and provide a safe working 
environment for ground crew. 
 
Site surveys were completed for the 
construction of TWE at the Falkland 
Islands to support the return of Chinook 
Helicopters. Equipment was shipped and a 
25m EFASS was constructed in November/
December. Planning is also in progress for 
the construction of TWE to support aircraft 
trials over the Indian Ocean. 

Read about the squadron’s 75th 
anniversary on page 15.

RAF 5001 Squadron
flies into action



New bulk storage facility creates safe haven for 
materials at busy harbour in Northern Ireland
Rubb Building Ltd has designed, 
manufactured and constructed a new port 
storage structure at Belfast Harbour.
 
Rubb harbour structures provide large, 
clearspan internal spaces that are 
illuminated by natural light through Rubb’s 
translucent roofing system.

This allows a brighter, safer, more efficient 
working environment than conventional 
warehouse structures. Rubb relocatable 
buildings offer flexible storage warehouse 
solutions as they can be easily and 

quickly reconfigured and relocated to 
suit the changing requirements of a busy 
port. Rubb worked with main contractor 
McMillan Construction to install the 32.5m 
(106.6ft) wide x 76.5m (251ft) long port 
structure at Belfast Harbour.

The building features 6.75m (22.1ft) high 
sidewalls, with outside tapered column 
legs, which ensure all internal walls have 
a straight vertical face. This helps to 
maximize the internal space. The facility 
sits on a 1m (3.3ft) high concrete wall 
and has an internal apex height of 13.5m 

(44.3ft) from internal floor level. It provides 
25,340m³ (894,873.65ft³) of clear storage 
space.

A 6m (19.7ft) x 6m (19.7ft) roller shutter 
door was installed in one sidewall of 
the building. Personnel can access the 
building via three pedestrian doors. The 
facility was constructed in less than three 
months and is being used for the storage 
of steel and other materials. The hot dip 
galvanized steel frame and high tenacity 
PVC covering membrane require very little 
maintenance. 
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Rubb shipyard building is a ‘game changer’
Moveable Rubb weather covers have 
helped Newport News Shipyard improve 
levels of production.

Rubb USA was asked by the shipyard 
to design and construct rolling weather 
covers to enhance productivity and 
working conditions for employees.  Rubb 
installed 39.6m (130ft) x 17m (56ft) x 14.6m 
(48ft) and 36.6m (120ft) x 17m (56ft) x 
13.4m (44ft) buildings, both equipped with 
motorised rollers to move the buildings in 
and out of position.  

According to Shipyard Programme Director 
Mike Butler: “Not only will these weather 
covers provide an indoor work area to 
protect our employees, but it also further 
illustrates the company’s commitment 

to improve our facilities for the Ford-
Class Carrier Programme.” The 1,115m² 
(12,000ft²) production area is equipped 
with a Rubb supplied high efficiency LED 

lighting system, along with a 30.5m (100ft) 
x 12m (40ft) Megadoor entry system. Rubb 
is once again proud to be part of a ‘game 
changer’ project.
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AGJV chose Rubb AS to deliver an 
insulated Thermohall™ warehouse, office 
and workshop complex measuring 15m 
(49.2ft) x 65m (213.3ft). 

AGJV is a joint venture between the 
Spanish company Ghella and Italian 
company Acciona Infrastructure, which 
won a contract to develop a railroad tunnel 
in Follo, Oslo. 

The customer requested several big 
windows and doors to help provide a well-
lit, pleasant working environment.

The building was erected on a concrete 
slab. Rubb AS has also delivered some 
smaller warehouses to this project, and 
produced PVC cladding for two big steel 
building structures for Rubb’s sister 
company Hallmaker Entreprenør AS.

Supporting the Follo rail tunnel

Four Thermohalls™ help expand storage capacity
FTS Eiendom AS is set to streamline 
its flow of goods and expand storage 
capacity with the help of Rubb Norway. 
In August 2016, Rubb won the order to 

provide four FXG insulated Thermohalls™ 
measuring 30m (98.4m) span x 59.25m 
(184.4ft) long, with 6m (19.7ft) sidewalls. 
Fredrikstad Transport and Spedisjon AS is 

a provider of a range of logistics products 
within shipping, forwarding, storage and 
distribution. Rubb is looking forward to 
completing this project for the company.  

INDUSTRY

Rubb Building Systems serves up 
a place to meet and eat

Rubb USA was hired to design, fabricate 
and erect eleven 30.5m (100ft) x 37.2m 
(122ft) x 3m (9.8ft) BVEs. The fabric 
structures will provide meeting areas 
and lunchroom facilities for site workers, 
estimated to reach 6,000 during peak 
construction.  

The Western Pennsylvania plant, once 
operational, will be one of the largest 
petro-chemical facilities in the world. Rubb 
crews have been ‘on campus’ at the site 
since May 2016 and the 11 structures were 
completed by December 2016.  

Each building is equipped with a heating 
and ventilation system along with a state-
of-the-art LED lighting system, all of which 
were supplied and installed by Rubb.  All 
the buildings are insulated with Rubb’s 
patented Thermohall™ insulation.

Many thanks go out to the hardworking, 
diligent crew who have spent considerable 
time away from home.



12 www.rubb.com

Thermohall™ delivered in time for first snowfall
Rubb AS has delivered a Thermohall™ facility, custom designed 
for lumber production goods and operations ahead of the first 
snowfall in Norway.

Rubb Norway won the order for the 25m (82ft) span x 40m (131ft) 
long structure with 6m (19.7ft) high sidewalls and construction work 
started in October. Torpa Sag AS is a niche sawmill specialising in 
the production of timber frames, girders, columns and more. The 
company is also involved in the production of wood for restoration 
of old and listed buildings.

Rubb engaged in a number of discussions about solutions 
available for the customer and has delivered many customised 
features within this fabric structure. One specialist feature includes 

the free hanging roof section measuring 4m (13ft), which does not 
require external supporting columns. The building was erected 
by Hallmaker Byggservice on asphalt and it meets the high snow 
loads required in North Torpa.

Rubb met the client’s deadline for the facility to be ready before 
the snow arrived, finalising the fastening of the pvc-membrane to 
the asphalt just hours before the first snow in the valley.

Per Arne Jostad, at Torpa Sag AS, said: “Rubb Norway has 
delivered a building of excellent quality on time and all our 
expectations have been fulfilled. We now have a great facility for 
our lumber production, which will help increase our quality to our 
customers. Thank you Rubb.”

New workshop supports 
bus company’s drive to 
meet eco-friendly goals
Rubb Sweden has delivered a new Thermohall™ workshop for a 
fleet of commuter buses in Stockholm.

Nobina AB needed an eco-friendly building solution so 
maintenance work could be performed on its vehicles in close 
proximity to the company’s operational hub. Instead of driving the 
coaches to a different location for maintenance procedures, having 
a more local facility means Nobina can reduce CO2 emissions to 
lessen its impact on the environment.

Nobina is the Nordic region’s largest public transport service 
provider, delivering contracted public transport in Sweden, 
Norway, Finland and Denmark. In addition, Nobina offers express 
bus services under the Swebus brand in the Swedish market.

Rubb supplied a 25m (82ft) span x 30m (98.4ft) wide insulated 
Thermohall™ structure, including heating, lighting and compressed 
air and power outlets near all work stations.
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SPORT

New multi-use sports arena for university is set to 
benefit students, staff and the local community
The University of York is getting set for 
more sporting success with the addition of 
a new multi-use sports facility.

Rubb Buildings Ltd was selected to design, 
manufacture and construct the 40m 
(131.2ft) wide x 55m (180.4ft) long steel 
and fabric clad structure at the University’s 
Sports Centre. 

The structure has replaced a Rubb BVE 
building installed in 2006, which measured 
40m (131.2ft) span x 55m (180.4ft) long, 
with 5m (16.4ft) high sidewalls, a duo-pitch 
roof with an apex height of 9.8m (32.2ft) 
and an internal  centre height of 8.6m 
(28.2ft).

The new York Sport Arena features a taller 
apex height of 13.4m (44ft) and provides 
a higher internal clear centre height of 
11.9m (39ft). The Mansard, multi-pitch 
roof provides a greater internal volume of 
playing space at 20,600m³ (727,482.1ft³).

The sports building includes a central, 
premier standard, multi-sports court 
for recreational and performance level 
basketball, netball, badminton, futsal 
and volleyball. The area can be divided 
into three sections, which can each 
accommodate a basketball or volleyball 

court or up to four badminton courts. 
Using vertical lift curtains, the facility can 
be transformed to create a full hall show 
court for all sports, including basketball, 
which will be supported by drop-down 
basketball nets and three scoreboards. 

The 6.7m (22ft) high sidewalls and end 
gables will feature 80mm (3.1in) thick 
steel cladding, and Rubb’s Thermohall™ 
insulated fabric membrane completes the 
roof of the facility.

Dale Robinson, Rubb UK’s Structural 
Engineer, says: “We were delighted to be 
approached by the university to replace the 
existing temporary Rubb sports structure. 

“The new permanent facility had a brief to 
provide a greater internal height clearance 
to give the university better opportunities 
to achieve more competitive sports events 
within the facility, with the main emphasis 
on badminton. 

“The new sports building has an increased 
internal height clearance and has an 
increase of internal clear volume of 65% 
of the original temporary structure. This 
allows the opportunity for a wider range 
of sports to be played, will enhance the 
experience of the users and give a greater 

sense of space. The facility incorporates 
many enhanced services and sporting 
equipment and co-ordination has been 
paramount to ensure every item is catered 
for in the design. The building was 
designed to utilise the existing foundations 
and a rigorous design process took place 
to ensure there were minimal modifications. 

“The university will benefit greatly from the 
new facility, which I am sure will enhance 
their highly renowned sports programme.”

Gerfloor Taraex™ Sport M sports flooring 
delivers the highest level of performance, 
comfort and safety and 2.4m (7.9ft) high 
rebound boards have been fitted to the full 
internal perimeter.

The sports building also includes a storage 
room for sports equipment. One main 
glass panel entrance door, six double 
pedestrian doors and one 4m (13.1ft) x 4m 
(13.1ft) roller shutter door provides access 
and egress to the sports hall.

A glass partition divides the playing area 
and the viewing walkway. A high level, 
gas fired heating system and LED lighting 
system, both designed to Sport England 
specifications, has been installed in the 
sports facility.
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A Rubb Arctic adventure
Rubb USA has completed an innovative 
Thermohall™ clad structure at Summit 
Station, CH2M Polar Hill Services, in 
Greenland, for the National Science 
Foundation.
 
Located at 72° 36° N latitude, and at an 
altitude of 3230.9m (10,600ft) with a mean 
annual air temperature of -31°F, Summit 
Station has long challenged the physical 
fitness of its visitors.
 
Long-time Rubb USA site manager and 
current sales professional, Marc Boutet, 
spent nearly a month overseeing the 
erection of the Rubb BVR on the polar ice 
cap. Upon his return to the Rubb offices 
in Sanford, Maine, he declared: “What an 
experience!”
 
The 9.7m (32ft) x 29.5m (97ft) Rubb BVR 
building was neatly packed and delivered 
via a USAF C-130, equipped with skis to 
land on the ice cap.
 
Food and supplies were stored 
‘undersnow’ in a dug out cavern. Due to 
ongoing snowfall, the depth of the cavern 

continued to increase significantly over 
time, to the point where the crew needed 
to dig a new ‘refrigerator’. The crew’s 
accommodation for the duration of the 
construction process was a series of 
specialist tents to protect people from the 
elements.
 
The building was set upon a foundation 
of wood/metal that can be best described 
as an giant toboggan, so the structure can 
be moved periodically to prevent being 
snowed over. Rubb innovation at its best!
 
Once the steel framework was constructed, 
Thermohall™ PVC sheets were pulled 
onto the frame using a snowmobile and 
secured. The cladding on this building 
is R-35 rated Thermohall™ with 200mm 
(8in) of high-density insulation - after all 
the temperature can reach -100F! Rubb 
Thermohall™ is designed to withstand and 
perform in the harshest of environments.
 
This BVR is equipped with a generator 
driven lighting and heating system. 
The structure will support operations at 
Summit Station and will primarily serve 

as an equipment and maintenance shed. 
When asked what was most interesting 
experience about the Greenland project, 
Marc smiled and immediately said 
departing the site on a C-130. “The runway, 
or ‘snowway’, is over three miles long and 
lined mostly with black flags. 

“When you see red flags the plane must 
stop and turn around and try to take off 
again in the opposite direction. This is at 
nearly 3,353m (11,000ft) and the snow 
creates a lot of friction. After three failed 
attempts to lift off we stopped and the 
land crew attached portable ‘rockets’ to 
the plane to help us gain enough speed to 
gain altitude. I heard a couple of ‘booms’ 
and up in the air we went! All I could think 
was… what is going on? Well, we made it!”
 
The National Science Foundation (NSF) is 
an independent federal agency created by 
Congress in 1950 “to promote the progress 
of science; to advance the national health, 
prosperity, and welfare and to secure the 
national defence.
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Aircraft hangar construction squadron has 75 
reasons to celebrate at RAF base in Wittering 

Rubb USA is using its own expertise 
to expand manufacturing facilities after 
almost doubling sales in the 2015-16 
period.

The $1m expansion, at the Sanford, 
Maine facility, includes re-cladding Rubb’s 
original 1983 steel shop with Thermohall™ 
insulated cladding. 

Rubb USA is also working on some highly 
innovative energy saving modifications 
that could produce significant long 

term results and energy savings for our 
customers. Rubb will be using a 34-year-
old original steel shop as a hub for Rubb 
building innovations. Rubb USA has also 
recently procured a FLOW water jet steel 
cutting and fabrication machine to improve 
steel production.  

Plans are in place to expand the current 
PVC shop in order to create a dedicated 
Thermohall™ production area and to also 
add a new 48M PVC welding machine. This 
will dramatically expand Rubb’s PVC and 

Thermohall™ production capacity. 836m² 
(9000 sq ft) of new production capacity, 
along with environmentally friendly and 
energy saving modifications will allow 
Rubb to greatly increase production and 
prepare the company for future growth. 

President Dave Nickerson said: “We need 
to expand to meet increasing demand. 
We are excited that our new production 
capacity will allow us to continue growing 
while becoming more operationally and 
energy efficient.”

Rubb USA set to expand to meet rising demand

RAF 5001 Squadron members past and 
present have been celebrating its 75th 
anniversary this year and held a special 
luncheon to commemorate the occasion.

Squadron members and invited guests 
(pictured below) gathered at RAF Wittering 
for the event. Attendees included previous 
squadron members, senior RAF officers, 
members of the RAF Airfield Construction 
Officers Association, Airfield Construction 
Branch and the Honourable Company of 
Constructors and Industry.  

More than seventy people, including Rubb 
UK MD Ian Hindmoor and Sales Manager 
Andy Knox, attended the anniversary 
lunch, which was held in the Officers’ Mess 
at RAF Wittering. It was a rare opportunity 
for the squadron, which contributes to so 
many current operations, to catch up with 
old friends and celebrate its achievements 
over 75 years. 

5001 Squadron is responsible for the 
rapid construction of Technical Working 

Environment (TWE) and the installation 
of Portable Aircraft Arrestor Gear (PAAG). 
TWE provides environmentally controlled 
facilities, including Rubb military structures, 
for Fast Jet or Rotary assets and has been 
supporting exercises and operations in the 
Middle East, Afghanistan, Europe and the 
Falkland Islands.

5001 Squadron was first formed during 
World War II as part of the Airfield 
Construction Branch, tasked with 
constructing and maintaining airfields. 
5001 Squadron reformed in 1999 and 
delivers the modern equivalent of this 
capability in today’s expeditionary focused 
RAF. The squadron retains the motto ‘Fit 
Via Vi’ meaning ‘A Way is Made by Force’.

Squadron Leader Colin Green said: “I think 
what makes 5001 Squadron special is that 
we’re ‘real-world’ engineers. You can have 
all the sophisticated equipment in the 
world, but sometimes the world can stop 
for the want of a valve – and that’s when 
you need the skilled hands-on engineer.” 

Rubb Managing Director Ian Hindmoor 
said: “We are delighted to be associated 
with RAF 5001 Squadron, and all at 
Rubb Buildings Ltd congratulate them 
all on their 75th anniversary. For many 
years we have worked closely with the 
squadron to develop our product range. 
This relationship remains very strong to 
this day. They tirelessly travel to some of 
the most challenging locations throughout 
the world, erecting, dismantling and 
maintaining Rubb military structures. We 
wish them all the best for the future and 
look forward to working with them for 
many years to come.”

Group Captain Rich Pratley, Station 
Commander at RAF Wittering and head 
of the A4 Force, to which the Squadron 
belongs, said: “This is 75 years of a 
remarkable engineering tradition, taking a 
bare patch of land and making it useable 
for aircraft. Times have changed but this 
is still what 5001 Squadron is about; those 
essential engineering skills we can’t do 
without.”
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Rubb celebrates our dedicated 
employees’ long service
Melanie Brewis, Stephen Jackson and Bob 
Grieves all began working for Rubb UK at 
Team Valley Trading Estate in 1990.

Stephen won a placement at Rubb while 
on a Youth Training Scheme at MYSON in 
August 1990. He was promoted to Design 
Office Manager in 2007, Quality Manager 
in 2011 and is now H&S/Quality Manager.
 
Mel joined Rubb at the age of 16 and has 
progressed from the role of Production 
Operator to PVC Production Supervisor.
 
Bob came to Rubb at the age of 32 after 
working as Stores Controller at Raine 
Engineering. He came for an interview at 
Rubb and has been the company’s long-

standing Storeman ever since. Staff at Rubb 
Norway have also been congratulating five 
employees on their long service. 

Project Engineer Gunnar Kalager and 
Terje Sund from Production have both 
been working for Rubb AS for 35 years.
Production’s Ole Jørgen Kittilsen has 
completed 32 years’ service. Meanwhile 
Vidar Sundt and Arild Skjellhaugen, also 
from Production, have completed 30 
years’ service.

They all received medals and a gold watch 
each for their long and faithful service.
Rubb CEO Rune Vamråk said: “I commend 
everyone for their dedication and long 
service at Rubb.”

Innovation along with excellence in 
engineering has always been an integral 
aspect of Rubb’s business culture.  

We value and place importance on 
improving our products through focused 
research and development, with the 
ultimate goal of improved customer 
satisfaction.  

Here are just a few of the exciting things 
Rubb is currently working on in our 
Building Innovation Group (BIG).

Rubb USA is now offering longer lasting 
and environmentally friendly LED lighting 
packages to replace less efficient metal 
halide lights.  We have purchased a 
new (AGi 32) lighting layout program 
to streamline lighting design in Rubb 
buildings.

Rubb is working on security solutions that 
can be incorporated into the design and 
build out of our buildings. Stay tuned for 
more developments in this area in 2017.

Rubb USA is also working on some highly 
innovative energy saving modifications 
that could produce significant long 
term results and energy savings for our 
customers. Rubb will be using a 34-year-
old original steel shop as a hub for Rubb 
building innovations.

An automatic drawing computer program 
for custom designed BVR buildings is 
in progress. The finished program will 
include a detailed 3D model, fabrication 
cut sheets for the new flow water jet, and 
steel fabrication drawings based on user 
inputs.

Rubb has incorporated an automatic excel 
loading calculator to include seismic loads 
when needed. 

According to Rubb engineer and BIG 
member Sam Mrozinski: “We are working 
on a lot of things that could really benefit 
our customers, some really cool stuff.  We 
are always looking for ways to make our 
tasks more efficient, save energy, and be 
more environmentally friendly.” 

BIG news from 
the innovation 
group

@RubbGroup

Rubb UK MD Ian Hindmoor (left) with Bob Grieves, Mel Brewis and Stephen Jackson

Gunnar Kalager, Terje Sundt, Vidar Sundt, Arild Skjellhaugen and Ole Jørgen Kittilsen


